
 

 

 
 TITLE 15 
 
 MOTOR VEHICLES, TRAFFIC AND PARKING 
 

CHAPTER 2 
 
 EMERGENCY VEHICLES 
 
SECTION 

15-203. Following and approaching emergency vehicles. 

 

15-203.  Following and approaching emergency vehicles.  (1) No 

driver of any vehicle other than one on official business shall follow any 

authorized emergency vehicle apparently traveling in response to an emergency 

call closer than five hundred (500) feet or drive or park such vehicle within the 

block where fire apparatus has stopped in answer to a fire alarm.  (1991 Code, 

§15-203) 

(2) Upon approaching a stationary authorized emergency vehicle, 

when such vehicle is giving a signal by use of flashing lights, a person who 

drives an approaching vehicle shall: 

(a) Proceeding with due caution, yield the right-of-way by 

making a lane change into a lane not adjacent to that of the authorized 

emergency vehicle, if possible with due regard to safety and traffic 

conditions, if on a highway having at least four (4) lanes with not less 

than two (2) lanes proceeding in the same direction as the approaching 

vehicle; or  

(b) Proceeding with due caution, reduce the speed of the vehicle, 

maintaining a safe speed for road conditions, if changing lanes would be 

impossible or unsafe. 

 (3) Upon approaching a stationary recovery vehicle or a highway 

maintenance vehicle, when such vehicle is giving a signal by use of authorized 

flashing lights, a person who drives an approaching vehicle shall: 

(a) Proceeding with due caution, yield the right-of-way by 

making a lane change into a lane not adjacent to the stationary recovery 

vehicle or the highway maintenance vehicle, if possible with due regard to 

safety and traffic conditions, if on a highway having at least four (4) lanes 

with not less than two (2) lanes proceeding in the same direction as the 

approaching vehicle; or 

(b) Proceeding with due caution, reduce the speed of the vehicle, 

maintaining a safe speed for road conditions, if changing lanes would be 

impossible or unsafe. 

 (4) For the purpose of this section unless the context otherwise 

requires: 



 

 

 

(a) “Highway maintenance vehicle” means a vehicle used for the 

maintenance of highways and roadways in this state and is: 

(i) Owned or operated by the department of 

transportation, a county, a municipality or other political 

subdivision of this state; or, 

(ii) Owned or operated by a contractor under contract 

with the department of transportation, a county, a municipality or 

other political subdivision of this state; 

(b) “Recovery vehicle” means a truck that is specifically 

designed for towing a disabled vehicle or a combination of vehicles. 

 (5) This section shall not operate to relieve the driver of an authorized 

emergency vehicle, a recovery vehicle or a highway maintenance vehicle from 

the duty to operate such vehicle with due regard for the safety of all persons 

using the highway. 

 


